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Welcome Back to a brand new school year. Such exciting times for our youngest
children in school who are moving from Nursery into Reception; our new starters
in Reception and our familiar and brand new children in Nursery.
Our Early Years Team this year comprises of
Mrs Hargreaves - Reception Class Teacher
Mrs Karina Webster - Reception Class Early Years Practitioner
Mrs Dianne Rhodes– Reception Class Teaching Assistant

Shooting Stars

Mrs Anna Riley - Nursery Teacher & EYFS/KS1 Leader/Deputy Headteacher

Autumn Themes

Mrs Julie Greenhalgh - Nursery Early Years Practitioner

The main themes in Nursery for this
term are ‘My World & Me’ followed
by ‘Starry Nights’ after the October
half term break. A large emphasis in
the first half term will be upon
settling the children and establishing
Nursery routines. We will be focusing
upon the Personal, Social &
Emotional Development;
Communication and Language
Development and the Physical
Development of the children. These
Prime areas of the curriculum are
fundamental throughout the Early
Years.

Our aim is to make sure that your child feels happy and safe coming to school so
that they get the best start at Myrtle Park. We will develop their uniqueness and
independence, by ensuring the environment provides engaging and challenging
opportunities for them to learn through play.
Your role is crucial in building a complete picture of how your child learns and
develops through the year and we actively encourage you to share your own
experiences with your child from home to support what we observe in school.
This can be done with photographs, pictures, short notes etc which will further
enhance your child’s Learning Journey throughout the year. Support with this will
be given later in the half term by the way of a parent workshop, once the children
are settled. We hope you will join us and join in the fun!
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In Reception we are learning through the
same main themes as Nursery this term.
These are ‘My World & Me’ and ‘Starry
Nights’ following the October break.
Again, as in Nursery, the Prime Areas will
be a key focus for us in ensuring the children are accessing the curriculum
appropriately, whilst being challenged to
be inquisitive and become more independent in their application of skills. Our
children have a Learning Journey that you
are able to look at. Running alongside this
is a Mathematics and Literacy Learning
Journal which enables us to make
informed assessments and adjustments
for the children throughout the year.
P.T.O.

What’s coming up...

You can help!

This half term the children will be
having or have had a visit from
Harold the Giraffe from CORAM Life
Education. We will be thinking
about Healthy Eating and Keeping
ourselves clean. Nursery will be
visiting the Dentist or having a
Dental Nurse visit us before they
open their own Dental Surgery in
the classroom; while Reception will
have a variety of shoes for sale in
their Shoe Shop and a visit from the
elves during the night!

Please keep your cardboard tubes,
small boxes (not cereal boxes due
to nut allergies etc), plastic milk
bottles and newspaper for our junk
modelling and creative areas. These
always come in handy! We would
also love any children’s comics/
magazines for our reading areas.

Phonics is a pivotal part of the
curriculum and both classes will
embark upon the appropriate Phase
within the first few weeks. Your
support in practicing these skills at
home is crucial and top tips and
support will be given later this half
term by means of a parent
workshop.
Harvest Festival celebrations will
take place before the October break
with Bonfire Night and Diwali
following the holiday. We are
hoping to have a visit from the
Interfaith Centre about Hinduism
together as a Phase to bring our
Diwali theme to life.

Remember to put name labels in
clothes, this really is important if
you want to have the correct items
returned to you. Reception do get
fully changed when doing PE,
Nursery only remove their shoes
and socks to start. However,
jumpers are taken on and off all day
long. If you are able to spare a couple of hours to listen to children
read within the week, please let
Mrs Hargreaves know. A regular
time slot is more helpful so that we
can timetable the week carefully for
the children. Key Stage One also
welcome volunteer readers. If you
are interested in helping out further
up school please speak to Mrs Riley.

Learning Journals
In both Nursery & Reception, each
child will have their own Learning
Journal where evidence to support
your child’s progress is celebrated.
The Journals will be available for you
to look at, during drop off and pick up
times and we welcome any of your
own observations or photographs
with comments from home, to
compliment these further.
Any contributions you would like to
make can be given to any member of
staff in the team. We simply request
you put your child’s name clearly
somewhere so that we match the
correct item to the appropriate
journal!

Of course, our term will end with a
joint Nativity performance in school
and a theatre visit either out of
school or in school for our youngest
children in Nursery.

Lovely to say hello to you all and give you a quick update.
If you need any help or support please pop in and ask.
Let’s blast off and reach for the stars!
The Early Years Team
(Shooting Stars - Nursery and Roaring Rockets - Reception)

